
A Christmas
Cabaret

WATERSHED
PUBLIC THEATRE

presents

December 9 & 10, 2022  7:00 pm
December 11, 2022  6:00 pm

Mt. Pleasant Grille



www.AttorneyJohnSchweri.com

Wishing you a very merry Christmas 
and a Happy New Year

39 Public Square, 3rd Floor
P.O. Box 859
Columbia, TN 38402-0859
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Musicians
Wydell Croom ............................................................................................ Piano
Kortney Ballenger .....................................................................................Vocals
Ellen Foreman ...........................................................................................Vocals
Evan Barr ........................................................................................... Percussion
G.R. Davis ......................................................................................................Bass

Production Team
Director .........................................................................................Kate Foreman
Music Director ........................................................................... Wydell Croom
Stage Manager ................................................................................... Susan Gaw
Assistant Stage Manager ...................................................... Heather Barnard*
Wardrobe/Hair/Makeup Stylist ........................................... Charlotte Nickell
Light Designer ...................................................................Eva Orman-Garrett
Sound Designer ...........................................................................Kristin Carter
Technical Director .................................................................. Justin Blackburn

No photography, video or audio recording is permitted during the 
performance.

*Denotes a member of the Journeyman Troupe

A Christmas Cabaret

Want to see more local professional theatre? You 
can help by pledging your support to WPT:
• Talk to us today about a donation or sponsorship
• Visit us online at watershedpublictheatre.org/support-us
• Call us at 931-797-6551
• Mail a check to WPT, P. O. Box 441, Columbia, TN 38402



Musicians

Kortney Ballenger (Vocals) is no stranger to the 
Columbia, Mt. Pleasant, or Maury County area. She’s 
been on many a stage in this very county as her starting 
point, specifi cally with Maury County Arts Guild 
(MCAG). Kortney graduated from Middle Tennessee 
State University about two years ago and since then has 
been traveling the country, letting her ability and talent 
take her where it wants. As we all know, you always 
fi nd your way back home…especially when mom’s 

food tastes so good! Th ank you for always supporting the arts! Remember 
to KEEP GOING!

Wydell Croom (Music Director/Piano) was nurtured 
in Memphis, Tennessee, where the infl uence of music 
was very prevalent in Wydell’s household and in the city 
itself. He started playing piano at a very early age by ear. 
Aft er graduating from college and working in corporate 
America, he decided to pursue music full-time. He 
enrolled and graduated from the Berklee College of 
Music in Boston.
He has accompanied many well-known artists and has 

played on a long list of recordings, mostly in the Gospel genre. He has 
also performed music in Germany, France, and the Philippines. Wydell 
collaborated on a Christmas project with SatinJazz entitled 12/25, some of 
which will be featured in this cabaret. He has also released two CDs of his 
own. His latest is titled Second Wind.

Ellen Foreman (Vocals) A Columbia, Tennessee native, 
Ellen has had the holiday spirit for as long as she can 
remember and treasures her childhood memories 
of carolling with friends and family every Yuletide. 
She’s a librarian and children’s book editor with a 
(not-so?) secret affi  nity for performance. Ellen has 
played a handful of acting roles in community theatre 
productions, such as the Maury County Arts Guild’s 
1990 run of Dark of the Moon, but singing is her true 

love. She wishes everyone a very happy holiday season and hopes this 
evening of music brings you joy.



G.R. Davis (Bass) G.R. is a busy freelance tuba and bass player in the 
Nashville area. He graduated from the University of North Alabama 
with a major in music education. He went to graduate school at Indiana 
University where he received the Master of Music degree in tuba 
performance. He taught tuba for 25 years at Vanderbilt’s Blair School of 
Music and is the director of Tuba Christmas in Nashville. He has played 
bass for many performers, including Frank Sinatra, Mills Brothers, Della 
Reese, Th e Four Freshmen, Johnny Desmond and others. G.R. is excited to 
be playing the show!

Musicians

Evan Barr (Percussion) is a native of Columbia who has been playing 
drums and percussion for half of his life. During that time, he has 
performed with the Arkansas, Memphis, and Nashville Symphonies, 
sharing the stage with Marvin Hamlisch, Michael McDonald, and the 
Beach Boys, to name a few. Evan currently teaches 8th grade English at 
Spring Station Middle School in Spring Hill.
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805 South Main Street
Columbia, TN 38401

Two great stores in one location:

Proudly supporting the arts in Maury County

Celebrating 40 years in business

40% off many items!



Th e Production Team

Kristin Carter (Sound Designer) has traveled the country and world as a 
sound engineer/designer. Kristin’s credits include: Disney on Ice, Princess 
Cruise Lines, Smoky Mt. Opry, Church Basement Ladies, Menopause: Th e 
Musical, Evita, Gilligan’s Island: Th e Musical and Th e Medora Musical — 
just to name a few. She lives in Duck River, Tennessee with her daughter 
Jean and is very happy to be a part of Watershed Public Th eatre.

Justin Blackburn (Technical Director) is excited to work on his second 
production with Watershed Public Th eatre. Prior to joining the WPT 
team, he was actively involved in Th eatre Charlotte and worked a 
variety of jobs on several productions. He resides in Mount Pleasant 
with his amazing wife Joyce and dogs Ralphie and Rickie. Th ank you for 
supporting local arts!

Kate Foreman (Director) is a Columbia native who has worked in 
professional theater in Middle Tennessee for more than 17 years, 
incuding 8 years working for Nashville (formerly Tennessee) Repertory 
Th eatre. Kate is thrilled to be working at the helm of Watershed Public 
Th eatre. Many thanks to husband John, the WPT board of directors, the 
cast & crew, audiences, friends and family for their amazing support. 
Merry Christmas!

Heather Barnard (Assistant Stage Manager) By day she’s a preschool 
teacher, by night she’s an actress or sometimes a crew member. Whatever 
her role is, Heather enjoys the theater with all her heart! She is so excited 
to be working with Watershed Public Th eatre and being able to help with 
A Christmas Cabaret. She gives all glory to God in every aspect of her life 
and thanks her friends and family for supporting her in everything. Enjoy 
the show!



Volunteer Drivers NeededVolunteer Drivers Needed

Call MyRide Maury today!
931-307-5307

It’s more than 
 just a ride!

Enjoy helping a neighbor in need?
Want to make a difference?
Looking for a volunteer opportunity
with a flexible schedule?

Eva Orman-Garrett (Lighting Designer) is a media specialist with a focus 
on lighting design and programming. She earned a bachelor’s degree from 
Middle Tennessee State University and holds an associate degree in video 
production. Much of her experience as a lighting designer was gained 
while working in Nashville as a concert technician. A lifelong Tennessean, 
she lives in Columbia with her wife and dog.

Charlotte Nickell (Wardrobe Stylist) loved styling for A Christmas 
Cabaret! She has previously been the hair and wig assistant with 
Watershed Public Th eatre for Little Women and makeup artist for the 
Nashville Ballet (Peter Pan & Th e Nutcracker, 2021). During the day you 
can fi nd her as a hairstylist at Trace Salon in Franklin! See her portfolio 
@beautybythewayside.

Susan Gaw (Stage Manager) has been in live entertainment for over 
25 years doing everything from dressing ice skaters at a theme park to 
traveling with Muppets across the country to working concerts to being a 
wife and mom! She’ll let you guess which has been the most challenging. 
Th anks to Nate, Allison, and Adam for letting her live the dream!

Th e Production Team (continued)



Th e Production Team (continued)

BECOME AN ARTS ADVOCATE
Purchase a specialty license plate to support 

arts programs across Tennessee!

tnspecialtyplates.org

Your holiday shop 
for books, toys, 

games and great 
gifts! 

Proceeds support 
local youth arts 
programs and 
arts education

OPEN
Mon-Sat 10-6

Sun 10-4

5323 Main Street, Spring Hill



Celebrating theatre 
in our community. 

Thank you for 
supporting local arts!

VisitColumbiaTn.com/Columbia-Arts-Council



WATERSHED
PUBLIC THEATRE

Board of Directors

Staff 

Colby Block, President
Beverly Mitchell, Vice President

Jessica Evans, Secretary
John Schweri, Treasurer

Roxie Snow Gipson
Jerry Henderson
Kristi Johnson
Emily Palmer
Susan Pobst

Kate Foreman, Executive Director
Sarah Kennedy, Education & Outreach Manager

Quantagus Mcfall, Digital Media Specialist
Brad Oxnam, Journeyman Troupe Director

Justin Blackburn, Technical Director
Maria Weaverling, Volunteer Manager

Advisory Council

Journeyman Troupe 2022-23 

Curt Butler
TiAnna Cotton

Nanette Ekimogloy
Dustin Harrington

Th omas Hughes
Kristin James

Heather Barnard
Nehama Fitch Verela

Molly McLain

Becky Leifh eit
Linda Lester
Alex Saylor

Terri Th ompson
Abby Waddoups

Judy Westley

Special thanks to the following business sponsors and granting 
organizations for their fi nancial support:

Victoria Mensel
Zach Perkins

Cameron Schulz
Jack Th omas



Watershed Public Th eatre extends special thanks to the 
following individuals and organizations for their assistance and 
in-kind donations:
Frank Bellamy
Joyce Blackburn
Justin Blackburn
Columbia State Community College
Lili Eubank
Ghostlight Books
Cheri Hughes
Sarah Kennedy
Midsouth Youth Th eatre
Nashville Repertory Th eatre

Beverly Mitchell
Mt. Pleasant Grille
John Schweri
Katie Sellers
Th eresa Sharp
Dr. Janet Smith
Katrina Spencer
Sarah Tatom
Joey Th omas
Bill Williams

WATERSHED
PUBLIC THEATRE

At Watershed Public Th eatre, we believe that theatre is the ultimate 
collaborative art and work to bring together arts professionals, 
volunteers, students and patrons to share in the illumination that only 
live performance can provide. We maintain our focus on nurturing 
community and practicing social and environmental responsibility while 
striving for the highest quality of artistic and educational experiences.

Our Mission

THE
FOREMAN
COMPANY

THE
FOREMAN
COMPANY

ADVERTISING & GRAPHIC DESIGN

(615) 430-9484

Contact us for marketing consults,
brochures, business cards, 
rack cards and all your 
print advertising needs!

Proud supporter of local arts



WATERSHED
PUBLIC THEATRE

Those Wicked
Stepsisters

presents

Written and Directed by Beverly Mitchell

February 17-19, 2023

WatershedPublicTheatre.org
931-797-6551

Cherry Theater, Columbia State Community College

For information on school field trip performances, 
contact Education@WatershedTheatre.org


